LAMAIC POLICY.                               313

influence over the populace, priests in the east, as in the
west, have humbled and destroyed the kingly power, and
occasionally, when circumstances favoured the pretension,
have established a priestly government, such as we see in
Tibet in entire supercession of the ordinary temporal
authority, and have sought to reserve the administration
of all affairs for the special class of initiated or ordained.
But the consequence in the east has been the same as in
the west. The priestly governments have been unable to
maintain themselves without foreign support; priestly
domination has been found quite incompatible with ener-
getic military action, which always has been, and always
must be, the source of real political power. The great
Lamas of Tibet are the protected minions of China, just
as the Pope of Rome is dependent to-day on France, and
was recently on Austria, notwithstanding the reverence in
which the Papal name and spiritual authority is still held
by vast populations."1

The work just quoted contains a valuable though com-
pendious view of the Lamaic establishments, which run
up to an antiquity far surpassing that of which we have
any conception from the ordinary sources of history. The
races of which it treats have been already contemplated in
Greece, Egypt, and Palestine. In another point of view,
also, may they be contemplated, viz., as being the parent
source of much of that artistic mode of devotion which
appears in many parts of Europe. This point, however,
has been brought forward in so interesting a way, that I
shall make no apology in this place for its introduction.

It is contained in an able review of the Travels of
MM. Hue and Gabet, in Mongolia and Tartary,
whither they had gone to extend the sphere of their
usefulness. " These volumes," writes the reviewer,
" contain the most detailed and complete account of

1 H. Priflsep, Esq., " Mongolia oad Tartary."